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Newspapers
(cont.)

Continued from Page 4

Further, newspapers have been
good stewards of the environment
for decades. In 1989, New York’s
newspaper industry entered into
a voluntary agreement with the
state of New York to increase their
usage of recycled newsprint to 40%
by the year 2000. Recycling dam-
ages the fiber in newsprint, so a
minimum of 50% new fiber is re-
quired to maintain quality. News-
print with too little new fiber tears
when the presses are running and
causes the ink to blot.

Newsprint accounts for less
than 7% of solid waste in a typical
community.

Newspapers are environmental-
ly sound — the publisher uses the
remains of what other industries
discard, recycled fiber. Newspa-
pers are compostable (you can use
them in your vegetable garden),
and they are re-manufactured
(used to produce home insulation
and packaging materials). They
are reusable, biodegradable, and
the ink is non-toxic — made from
organic materials such as soy and
linseed oil.

In November 2020, the EPA
reported the following recycling
rates: plastic — 8.5%, aluminum -
17.2%, rubber/leather — 18.2%, glass
— 25%, and newspapers — 68.2%.

Newspapers should be exempt-
ed from this legislation, because
they already recycle at a rate far
higher than any other recyclable
product.

The proposed legislation will not
increase or improve the recycling
of newspapers — it will simply shift
the cost of recycling from munici-
palities to newspapers. Newspa-
pers are already suffering from rev-
enue declines caused by COVID-19
and big-tech platforms. Burdening
newspapers with the cost of recy-
cling will result in layoffs, further
eroding citizen access to essential
local news and information.

Newspapers are good citizens,
and they are cheerleaders and
watchdogs for the communities
they serve. New York’s newspa-
pers will be pleased to enter into
a voluntary agreement to support,
promote and educate readers and
community leaders about the im-
portance of recycling.

New York’s legislators should
consider the devastating impact
this legislation will have on news-
papers, and subsequently, citizens’
access to local journalism.

Community leader Earl W. Brydges Jr. passes

Earl William Brydges Jr.
passed away peacefully early
morning Friday, March 19, 2021,
at the Amherst home of his
daughter, Courtney Peters, and
her husband, Geoff. He spent the
last two-plus years of his life with
them.

Brydges was born in 1937 in
Niagara Falls. He was raised in
Wilson, where he will be laid to
rest. He is the son of former Sen.
Earl W. and Eleanor Brydges,
both of whom predeceased him.

After graduating from Wil
son High School in 1955, where
he was senior class president,
Brydges graduated from Syra-
cuse University in 1959. He was
a brother at Phi Gamma Delta
(Fiji). Brydges received his law
degree from St. John’s University
Law School in 1962, and started
his law career with his father’s
firm Orr, Brydges, Orr & Dowd.

He also served as public de-
fender in Niagara County while
continuing his legal career in
Niagara Falls. Brydges was rec-
ognized by the City Bar Associa-
tion in 1996 for his efforts and
dedication to providing pro-bono
services to the city.

One of his more significant law
cases was representing the City
of Niagara Falls in the Love Ca-
nal case, in which he succeeded
in holding Occidental Chemical
jointly responsible for the dam-
ages caused when the case was
finally resolved in 1994.

Brydges also served on the
New York State Commission of
Investigation in New York City
from 1972-98, where, among oth-
er things, he investigated orga-
nized crime throughout the state.

His community involvement
included serving as the initial
chairman of the board of Artpark
& Company Inc. in 1977. Brydg-
es was recognized by New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation for his
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He loved the game of golf so
much that he volunteered for
junior golf programs at NFCC
and hosted dozens of young
amateurs over decades during
the Porter Cup, including Corey
Pavin, Howard Twitty, Phil Mick-
elson and Jack Nicklaus’ boys, to
name a few.

In addition to golf, Brydges
loved to fish and hunt. He, along
with several close friends, would
travel annually to Georgian Bay
in Ontario to fish for walleye
pike. He also participated in sev-
eral successful moose hunting
trips in Northern Ontario that
were followed by hosting “moose
dinners” at NFCC.

In 1967, Earl married Martha

Earl William Brydges Jr.

significant contributions to con- Shalala, who survives him along
tinue the commitment set forth with their children: Earl William

by his father to make arts acces-

(Wende) Brydges III, Kirsten
(Michael) Lawley, Jason (Lisa)
Brydges and Courtney (Geoff)
Peters; along with 11 grandchil-
dren and three step-grandchil-
dren.

Visitation hours will be held
from 2-6 p.m. Friday, March 26,
at the Hardison Funeral Homes
Inc., North Fourth and Ridge
streets, Lewiston. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be held at
11:30 a.m. Saturday, March 27, at
St Peter R.C. Church 600 Center
St., Lewiston.

Donations in Earl’s memory
may be made to Artpark in Lew-
iston and Hospice of Buffalo.

Visit www.hardisonfuneral-
homes.com for online condo-
lences.

sible to all persons.
The Earl W. Brydges Artpark,
named for Earl’s father, is oper-

ated by Artpark & Company for Telephone Gall-In Talk
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pany director emeritus, who THE NATION’S FIRST
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on through his family,” Artpark
Board Chairwoman Joanne
Bauer said.

Brydges also served for many
years on the board of Niagara
University, where he was be-
stowed the degree of Doctor of
Law in 1987. He also served on
the board at Niagara Falls Me-
morial Hospital.

As an avid and semi-accom-
plished golfer, Brydges was a
member of Niagara Falls Coun-
try Club (NFCC) for over 40
years — and he was a sought-
after partner in many tourna-
ments and recorded a hole in
one on No. 18 in 2004.
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Lenten Fish & Seafood Dinners
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